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IT IS ERROR, ONLY, AND NOT TRUTH, THAT SHUNS INVESTIGATION, 
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' — STERN | EXAMINER. | It is a nutorious fact, already demonstrated 

LAW. lin several mstances, by ‘settlements on our fron- 


: ‘A ee vu 
“Wo rnto you alse, ve lawyers! for ye lade | ‘tiers, that people without “law or gospei” can, 


men with burdens gzievous tu be borne. and ye | ‘even in the present state of the public mind, 
yourselves touch not the busdens wih ene of | ‘live more in peace and harmony, with no oth- 
your fingers. Ye have taken away the key of | ‘er law than that of henoy, than with the artifi- 
knowledge ; ve enter :d not in yonrselvcs, [re ‘cial Rag of civilized countrics. I have free 
the temp’ e of Truth JJené them’ that were en quently heard it observed by persons who have 


texing in, ve hindercc-—Ltxe Chap. XJ, ver." msae ctel businesss_ in such unorganized sec- 
ses 46—52 iens of cur country, that immediately on the 


Une P 
“The Law and Church tozether are combined, — duction of law and g: spel, a spirit 
And trot on cheek by jole, the world to bind! lof fland and chicanery was exhibited among the 
For Church and State, baw’s every learned brother, {trating classes as the accompanunent of laws 
And one grand humbay countenances t other: | ind party spirit feelings, and personal animosi- 
Pb eir skulls are stuff-d with the same fee-faw-fum ; ities, 2s the inse parab! e attendants of the in- 
th hocus-pocus, hel!, and ‘kingdom come. ss 
ne Yahoo. |ti rig uing’of the priests. 


- 663 7T 
Messrs. Eprrors,—In perusing several arti-| ‘Phe priest may prate about ‘‘sinful nature, 
‘and the legislature may pass laws to repress t!.¢ 


eles on the deliteriots influence of Law, upon py 

the mprals and happiness of society, Lfind many ‘evil propensities of man; and, after all, if they 
iJe18 expressed which I had long ag conceived, | iwill but noth mito he depth of things and cau- 
but have seldom ever dared to prom !gate.— Ses, they will see that our nature is not £0 frail 
When I have thus-dared, my remarks have on- jor debased as it has been their interest to re- 

. y Go 
ly elicited from our a like yahoos (that be-| present it. Or, rather, ey Judge all men’s 
lieve of the arificial what Pope did of the natu- |heads by their own, but the rule isnot good, | 
‘grant that if all men were like priests and laws 


. 
val world, whatever | is, is right’) {yers, a belief in hell and penal laws would be 
“The smile of pity, or the frown’of scorn.” Inecessary torestrain them. But thanks to Na 
But now that Iam notalonein my views, | ture, her followers are above the corrupting 
will hazard to divulge them fully and fearless sly. jinfluence of the priest or the lawyer. No: per 
I have long entertained a belief that our son ts, by nature, dishonest. It 1s evil associ- 
whole rigmarole routine, or machinery of Law, ations ‘that make men so. A youth. enters so- 
isas much # species of craft and humbug,. and|ciety with the warmest feelings of confidence 
as little necessary to the happiness of our-ne-|in the integrity of his fellow beings. 
ture, as the idle foolery of the Christian priest, | ‘And fondly dreams each star and wind:his friend.” 
or the shallow monkey shines of the mounte-| [Je at first gcts defrauded and appeals to the 
bank. ‘Whey law, which he is fold isa sure redress against 
“Are of imagination all compacts” the encroachments of knaves. ‘The law fails, 
Phe priest strives to enslave the mind,.and |and he is told it was owing to some peculiarities 
the lawyer the body, each tothe private imterest lof the case which seldom happen. He tries the 
of his own pocket. |veracity of men again;.is drawn in and ap 
Now the yalioos are ever anxious to place the | jpeals to the law,.but is defeated. Thus after 
most revolting meaning on the language of the| several years fruitless attempts to play off hon- 
infidel, and will, no donbt, s say that 1 would at} jesty against Rnavery,, he ‘at length discovers 
once nullify all law, and thus introduce a state |the cheat, and finds that his only chance to hold 
of anarchy.. But fallow me to the end, gentle jhis own, is to become as big a knave as others, 
yahoo, and see if I have not a better opinion of} My grand assumption, then, is,.that human 
you, than you have of yourself. nature is more perfect than law -makers have 
I would not be supposed to think,. that in the |supposed,.and were the mind properly trained 
present state of society, law could be wholly | from infancy in a!] our moral and reciprocal du- 
dispensed with, though unquestionably it might! ties to each other and to society,. there would 
be greatly retrenched and still tne desired,.or| be found in our natures an innate principle of 
all its necessary effects,.be retained, which now honor and justice which would joyfully devel 
it dees not have. ope itself, when untramumeled by coercion. And 
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moreover, popular opinion would look down all icuse his wife with incontinence, and if she is 
acts of meanness, or crime, with more effect {not more virtuous than Penelope, she wil! make 
than the tens of thosounds of volumes of trash his suspicions true. The reason of this is foufd- 
do with which we are encumbered. Strange de-'ed in nature. Every one thinks that criminal 
pravity that fifty thousand volumes are neces- indulgence is accompanied by some correspond- 
sary to determine right from wrong! And do|ing advantage, and as they have the name and 
these innumerable volumes have the desired ef-|disgrace, they think they might as well have 
fect? No, they do not! Then where shall we the profits; or to use the common phrase, they 
look for the remedy? Is it in the perversity of/don’t want the name without the game. 
our “sinful nature?” or is it in the scarcrry of) — Parallel to the above_ cases, are the. influ- 
law books, lawyers, or legal tribunals? Neither. ences of law upon society—every man is virtu- 
It is in the misunderstanding of our nature — ally charged by the law with being a knave, 
The wrong medicine is applied; ‘and too many make good the charge, for the 
‘This fancied medicine heightens the disease.”? lreasons above noticed. Besides there isa re- 
Man naturally spurns control; he may be per-/volting idea in man towards tyranny, which 
suaded to almost any thing; but when force is|makes him often violate these laws merely to 
applied, it is with reluctance that he performs|be revenged upon them, and to show that they 
even a good deed. The cause is obvious; for| have no business to disturb the peaceful tenor 
he expects no applause, not even that of his own |of his life. I was once harrassed and fined for 
conscience, for doing that which he was cumpel-|murdering as the learned lawyers called it, a 
led todd. Let the mind then be trained from domestic animal. Now although it was proved 
infancy to receive praise for good deeds, and that the murdering was indispensibly necessary, 
the frowns of society for bad, and'who would be | yet the said majesty of the law had been viola- 
so perverse as to oppose his own interest. ied, and it must therefore have revenge. But 
In reading an old periodical, | was lately }did that fine have any salutary effect in re- 
very forcibly struck with the following judicious /straing my vicious propensity to murder dogs? 
observation: ‘We continually cause crime, by far from it! Ihave subsequently killed’ more 


not knowing how to treat error!” How true than a dozen dogs, which I never should 


to the letter is this sentence! I believe that! have thought of doing, but for being thus abused 


nearly all persons who have abandoned them- for killing one when it was necessary. 
selves to crime, might have been valuable mem Let us now take a closer scrutiny’ of the 
bers of society, had their first slight errors been |eflect of laws to restrain crime. In the first 


treated with lenity and compassion. But a place,aman of gealth can nearly always evade 


youth is guilty of some boyish freak, which per-| the law. 
haps was no crime, but violates the masrsty of) “Gold is the god the yahoos still adore— 

the law, and then the said law must have re | There’s no one criminal] unless he’s poor.” 
venge. The individual is disgraced by fine! The spider’s web can strangle small flies, but 
or other punishment. Now he sees his charac-| wasps and hornets alweys dash through it. The 
ter ruined; he has been disgraced without|law may be compared to a jeilous tyrant who 
cause, and he can never remove the stigma.— must have revenge for every real or supposed 
Should he devote all his future life to the bene-|injury. Now those who intentionally violate 
fit of mankind, yet there are yxhoos that would the law, know this and previously provide a 
throw it in his face. For this reason, he has/sure retreat. Still the injured law must have 
no more respect left for his fellow beings, and|revenge, and the legal machine is set in mo- 


therefore resolves on devotins his future life to tion, its “sword of justice” must be brandished 


the destruction of mankind; and who can blame |till it finds some victim. Now the rogue has ta- 
him? lken care of himself, and the honest man, who 
To pass laws restraining the actions of men,|suspects no injury from the law which he has 
is to accuse them of being knaves, and viewed |always been taught was made for his protec- 
in this light only, the law has a tendency to/tion, comes carelessly within the range of the 
cause crime; for human nature is such, that we |“sword” and is sacrificed! 

can be driven into the commission of crimes} But this legal machinery subserves another 
which we never would have thought of doing, purpose in addition to being a source of emolu- 
merely by being continually suspected and ac- ment and eminence toa great combination of 
cused of them. Let a mother continually suspect |knaves, the lawyers. It is continually employ- 
and charge her daughter with lewdness, and ed to hunt down every one who derogates from 
the daughter wil! gradually become even so.— the beaten track of established error. It was 
Let a man continually watch, suspect, and ac-!employed to repress the boundless mind of Co- 
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pernicus, Confucius, Roger Bacon, Christopher | 
Columbus, and Dr. Samuel Thompson. Indeed | 
nearly all the great benefactors of man have | 
been sacrificed by the law, for striving to dis-| 
pel the fogs of an ancient ignorance, that truth! 
might shine more resplendently. ‘The ingenu- 
ous ambiguity which pervades all law 1s in- 
tentionaliy constructed in order to give room 
for litigation; hence the source of profit to 
the lawyers. Now the people have been told) 
of this over and over, still they must always 
employ lawyers to legislate. 

“The gin-drenched rabble always will adore 

The titled lordly crew, who keep ihe.n poor. 

But the subject begins to open upon me, and, 
as many of the ideas are already thrown into 
another form, to be h published, and as 
@ newspaver articie cannot claim room to do, 
justice toany branch of it, [ shali conclude with 
the following extract from that masterly poem, 
“The Yahoo.” 


“Bat law contributes, law may claim a share 

In making godlike Yahoos what they are. 

For right-or wrong, they plead with equal glee, 
“(est tout egal,” their object is the 4ee, 

Tn all the mummery of gown and wig, 

See on the Bench an antiquated prig: 

How like a wondrous oracle he prates, 
Directing ‘xotham jury’s addled pates— 
Quotes \ oke and Hale, and Littleton and Selden, 
(All wonders in their day like our great Eldoi-) 
Who framed wise laws to check the horrid evil 
Of being ‘instigated by the devil.’’* | 
Oh, what wise ancestors! what legislators! 

Dame Natvre surely meant thein for bull-baiters. | 
Laws upcn laws against imagined crimes, 
All well adapted to enlightened times! 
Their grave import each learned blockhead feels, 
By deodand on horses and cart-wheels.7 
Ordeals, magic, laws for hanging witches, 

And throwing women into ponds and ditches! 
For it was soon discover’d by their swimming, 
Whether they witches were or mere old women. 
Then searching them for private teats to show 
whether they suckled Beelzebub or no!” 


A. H. M. 


‘ 
ereaiter 





* The ridiculous fudge from our enlightened ancestors, | 
in the preamble to all criminal indictinents, and stil! kept| 
up as an illustration of the spread of intellect. 

t**Deodand (deodandum,) a thing devoted to God for | 
expiation of his wrath, or to atone for the violent death 
of a man by misadventure.—Bailey. Jacob's Law 
Dictionary says, *“‘given or rather forfeited to God for 
the pacification of his wrath.” Is it any wonder our 
venerable ancestors are so highly exto}Jed? A poor old 
woman being deaf, or perhaps drunk, is run over by a 
cart, when the w/eed is give ‘2 the great Jehovah to ap- 
pease his wrath!—what has provoked his wrath? Oh, 
divine Yahoo! ‘In apprehension how like a god. 

¢ It was ths usual practice to strip the poor women 
for this purpose; and also to prick them with pins, or 
seratch thein with brambles, tosee if they would Bleed. 


Real pleasure consists in that interior satis- 


circa 
‘paper so confessedly sceptical in its character 


ily interchange of sentiment, continued during 


i 
| 
| 


From the Disseminator. 
CIRCULAR, 
Addressed to the friends of Liberal Education in gen- 
eral, and to the former readers of the Free Enquirer 
in particular. 





If it seem sectarian or exclusive to address 
a circular relative toa Manual Labor College 


‘about to be established in New Harmony, the 


charter of which excludes from its course of 
study all instruction on theological subjects, be 
the same orthodox er sceptical—if it scem, I 
say, sectarian or exclusive to address such a 
rcular in particular to the former readers of a 
as the Free Enquirer; let it be remembered 
that this circular proceeds from an individual, 


‘one only of the thirteen Trustees of that Col- 


lege, not from the Board of ‘Trustees; and that 
one naturally fee!s inclined more especially to 
communicate with one’s friends and acquain- 
tances, on a subject so interesting as this sub- 
ject is to me. 

The former readers of the Free Enquirer 
are, many of thou personally, all of them edi- 
tori.lly my fricads or acquaintances. A week- 
a term of more than three years, has mad 


e 


‘them acquainted with the opinions and princi- 


ples of him who. writes this: and they know 
better than strnugers can be supposed to know, 
what dependence can be placed on lus state- 
ments. 

For more than two years our editorial ac-_ 
quaintance hvs been broken off. | told our read- 


‘ers that it bchooved me, afier having served a 


public cause for several years, to attend for a 
time, to my more privaic Interests; and to re- 
turn to New Marmeny, where our family pro- 
perty lies. 

I did not enter into any detail of what I hoped 
to effect at IIarmony. I had then formed no 
very definite plan. And, besides, it seems to 
me better to say what one Aas done, than what 
one expects to do. 


It needs not to remind the readers of the 
Free Enquirer that its conductors were scep- 
tics In every species of permanent improve- 
ment, not founded on liberal education, I, as 
one of them, should have ill redeemed the 
pledges given in that periodical, had I while 
lending a hand, as in duty bound, to the moral 
and intellectual improvement of this little town 
and its neighborhood, neglected that one thing 
needfu}], The first step towards the founding 
of en institutien such as for years I have desir- 
ed and hoped to sec, is taken. A charter is ob- 
tained: a good charter I think; liberal, practi- 





faction which renders us happy. 


‘cal, democratic. Here it is: 
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AN ACT to incorporate the New Harmony Manual{quorum to do business at any mecting; a trus- 
se won or adjoining New Harmony, Posey!ieg changing his residence to a distance from 
. aA . ithe institutions shall resign his situation , or va- 
Src. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assem-| wate hic office, 

bly of the State of Indiana, Phat Thomas | Ere. 3. No president, professor, tutor, in- 
B-own, Robert Todd, Alexander Maclare, Ro-) spretor or other officer of the college shail ever, 
bert Dale Owen, Arai Lee, Ro! ect H. Faunile-| jj.cetly or indirectly he reqvired by the truss 
roy, Jonathan Exnerson, John Cooper, William tees or by any officer or officers belonging to 
Owen, Anson 8. Andrews, Sanmel Philips, ¢hj5 institution to profess any particular religious 
George 8, Green and Charies I. Battel!, and ‘opinions; and no student shall be denied admis- 
on eer ate and sep oF — ag ‘sion, or refused any of the privileges, degrees 
ey are herevy constituted and Geciared tu be, 5 i ! ; , Opi- 
a body corporate and politic, by the name and hse wd ra — pelpp eer she at 
style of the & New Hurmony Labor College,”|-;-.. wep ag slivio 3d frees. or tenets 
and by that name thoy shall have perpetual | calles to euy sect. of proseccisiy christians pos 
suceession, with full power and authority to infidel or athei tical Pt ever be tavght 
contract and be contracted with; to acquire,! she students of said institut’cn as such, either 
hold, enjoy, and, under the seal of the college, 4: -eetly or indirectly, by any of the professors 
. ; oa et aad Vo OV Al) Ss ’ 

transfer property, real or personal, ia their CoT-|instructors, tutors or members of the corpora- 
porate capacity; to confer or cause to be CON} tion, or any other person or persons connected 
ferred, degrees, and to authenticate those in the} therewith, under the penalty of immediate ex- 
same manner as they are usually authenticated) 5..)cion, And every member of the corporation, 
in other colleges: Provided that no degree shall and every professor and other officer connected 
be ee owe oe eke iS| with the institution, shall before he enters on 
such as is usually required in other colleges) ogee. take the following oath; which shall te 
throughout the United States; to make, have], qminictered by anv + ole duly authorized te 
and use a common seal; to sue and be sued, administer caths in this state. “ You do so- 
plead and be impleaded, answer and be answet=||omnly affirm that you will welland truly dis- 
ed, in ‘any court of law or cquity; to receive charge the duties assigned you, to the best of 





and accept of any grant, gift, donation or con-| yoy abilities, and that you will support the 


charter of the New Harmony Manual Labor 


veyance ef any property, real or personal, and} 
to hold and dispose of the same for the interest 


of said college; to elect, remunerate, and at 


their pleasure to remove and replace a Presi- 
dent and all such other officers, professors, in- 
structors, tutors and agents as they may deem 
necessary ; to make, execute and enforce, also 
alter and repeal, such by-laws and ordinances 
not inconsistent with the laws of the U. States, 
or of this State, as they shall consider expedi- 
ent; to expel any of their own number for im- 
moral conduct, or for a breach of this charter, 
or of the by-laws of this institution: to add to, 
and fill ali vacancies in their own body; and 
generally to do all other acts necessary for the 
prosperity of said college, and for the promo- 
tion of scientific, literary and industrions ob- 
jects in connexion therewith. 

Sec.2. The following are declared to be 
the fundamental Jaws of this institution: elec- 


tions shall be by ballot, a majority of votes of 
the corporation deciding; a mejority of mem- 


bers present at any meeting of the corporation 
shal! govern in all other cases; there shal] be 
four stated quarterly meetings of the corpora- 
tion, in each year, with power to adjourn or 
call other meetings, as business m2y require; 


sod a majrity 


jurv.” 





the corporation shall form a 


College, under the pains and penalties of per- 


Sec. 4. That natural science shall, at 
all times, constitute a principle object of in- 
struction in this institution; that the most use- 
ful living languages, shall enter into its plan of 
tuition; and generally that it shall be the aim 
of the corporation to form moral, intellectual 
and industrious citizens, rather than specula- 
tive theorists or learned schoolmen. 

Src. 5. Thatas soon as the trustees can 
conveniently make arrangements to that effect, 
those students who are of sufficient bodily ability 
shall he exercised and instructed in some spe- 
cies of mechanical or agricultural] Jabor, in ad+ 
dition to their scientific and literary studier.— 
And the trustees sha! annually report to the 
legislature the plan, progress and effect of 
such mechanical and agricultural excercise, and 
instruction upen the health, studies and im 
provement of the stucents, 

See. 6. ‘ihe Legislature reserves the right 
of altering or amending this charter at any time 
afier the expiration of ten years. 

Sec. 7. The corporation shall not hold more 
than fifty thousand dollars worth of real pro- 
perty fora longer period than three years; 
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and the trustees shall have power to alter the 

college from the manual labor plan to that 
of any other, at any time after two yeurs. 
JAMES GREGORY, 

Speaker of the House of Representutives. 
DAVID WALLACE, 

President of the Senate. 


Arprovep February 6, 1835. 
N. NOBLE, 


out with remarkable temper and consummate 
wisdom. ‘The wicked industry of somo libel- 
\lers, joined to the intrigues of a few disappoint- 
led politicians, have, in their epinion, been able 
(to produce this unnatural ferment in the nation. 
| Nothing, indeed, can be more unnatural 
‘than the present convulsions of this country, if 
‘the above account be a true one. I confess I 
‘shall assent to it ‘with great reluctance, and 











jonly on the compulsion of the clearest and firm- 
—— lest proofs; because their account resolves itself 
‘LORD ERSKINE’S SPEECH IN DEFENCE jnto this short but discouraging proposition, 
OF PAINE. That we have a very good ministry, but that 
Continued, ‘we area very bad people;’ that we set ourselves 
His majesty undoubtedly was not elected to to bite the hand that feeds us; and, witha melig- 
the throne. No man can be supposed, in the;nant insanity, oppose the measures, and un- 
teeth of fact, to have contended it; but did not gratefally vilify the persons of those whose sole 
the people of England elect King William, and jobject is our own peace and prosperity. If a 
break the hereditary succession? and does not| few puny Hbellers, acting under a knot of fac- 
his majesty’s title grow out of that election? It) tious politicians, without virtue, parts or char- 
ds one of the charges against the defendant, his| acter (for such they are constant!y represented 
having denied the parliament which called the by these gentlemen,) are suflicient to excite 
Prince of Orange to the throne to have been’ this disturbance, very perverse must be the dis- 
a legal convention of the whole people; and is|position of that people, amongst whom such o 
not the very foundation of that chaiv, that it! disturbance can be excited by such means.” 
was such a legal convention, and that it was} Hesays true: never were such scrious dis 
intended to be so? andif it was so, did not the; turbances.excited by such means! 
people then confer the crown upon Kisg Wil-) But to return to the argument.—Let us now 
liam without any regard to hereditary right? see how the rights of the people stand upon au- 
Did they not cut off the Priace of Wales, who| thority, and whether this great source of gov- 
stood directly in the line of succession, and who| ernment is not maintained by persons on whom 
had incurred no personal forfeiture? Did they! my friend will find it hard to fasten the charac- 


(The remainder in our nezt.) 



















not give their deliverer an estate in the crewn 
totally new and unprecedented in the law or 
history of the country? And, lastly, might they 
not, by the same authority, have given the roy- 
al inheritance to the family of a stranger? Mr. 
Justice Blackstone, in his Commentaries, in 
terms, asserts that they might; and ascribes 
their choice of King William, and the subse- 
quent limitations of the crown, not to the want 
of jurisdiction, but to their true origin, to pru- 
dence and discretion in not disturbing a valua- 
ble institution further than public safety and 
necessity dictated. 


The English government stands then on this! 


public consent, the true root of all governments. 
And I agree with Mr. Barke, that while it is 
well administered, itis not in the power of fac- 
tions or libe!s to disturb it: though when minis- 
ters are in fault, they are sure to set down all! 
disturbances to these causes, This is most 
justly and eloquently exemplified in the thoughts 
on the cause of the present disconicuts, page 5 
and 6. 

“Ministers contend that no adequate provo-' 
cation has been given for so spreading a discon- 


‘ter of libellers. 

I shall begin with fhe most modern author on 
‘the subject of government—a gentleman, 
wkose work lies spread out before me, as it of- 
ten does for my delight and instruction in my 
leisure hours. I have also, by the favor of 
friend who sits near me iv court, the honor of 
his personal acquaintance. He is a man, per 
haps more than'any other, devoted to the real 
constitution of the country, as will be found 
throughout hig valuable work; and he is a per 
son, besides of great learning, which enables 
him tu infuse much useful knowledge into my 
learned friend whointroduced me tohim. [Mr. 
Law, kings. counsel.] I speak of Mr. Paley, 
archdeacon of Carlisle,-ahd his work, entitled 
The Principles of Political and Mora! Philoso 
phy, in which he investigates the first princi- 
ples of all governments, a discussion not 
thought dangerous till lately; and I hope we 
shall soon get rid of this ridiculous panic. 

Mr Paley professes to think of government 
what the christian religion was thought of by 
its first teachers: ‘If it is of God it will stand? 
and he puts the duties of obedience to them 


| 
{ 
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tent, our affairs having boen conducted through- 


upon free will and moral duty. After dissenting 
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- when it may be changed with advantage to the 
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from Mr. Locke as to the origin of goverments 
in compact, he says, 

*- Wherefore, rejecting the intervention of a 
compact as unfounded in its principle, and dan- 
gerous in the application, we assign for the only 
ground of the subject’s obligatien, rum WILL oF 
GOD, AS COLLECTED FROM EXPEDIENCY. 

“he steps by which the argument proceeds 
are few and direct. ‘It is the will of God that 
the happiness of human life be promoted;’ this 


is the first Step, and the foundation. not only of 
. this, but of every moral conclusion. ‘ Civil so- 


ciety conduces to that end;’ this is the second 
proposition, ‘civil societies cannot be upheld, 
unless in each, the interest of the whole socie- 


ty be binding upon every part and member of 


it;’ this is the third step, and conducts us to the 
conclusion, namely, ‘ That so long as the inter- 
est of the whole society requires it (that is, so 


long as the established government cannot be’ 


resisted or changed without public inconveni- 
ency) it is the will of God (which will univer- 
sally determine our duty) that the established 
government be obeyed, and no longer. 

‘*But who shall judge of this?) We answer 


‘ Every man for himself.’ In contentions be- 


tween the sovereign and the subject, the par- 
ties acknowledge no common arbitrator; and it 
would be absurd to commit the decision to those 
whose conduct has provoked the question, and 
whose interest, authority, and fate, are imme- 


diately concerned in it. ‘The danger of error 


and abuse is no objection to the rule of expedi- 
ency, because every other rule is liable to the 
same or greater; and every rule that can be 


propounded upon the same subject (like all rules 
which appeal io, or bind the conscience) must, 
in the application depend upon the private 





af the occasion deserve it, BY THE INTERPOSE 
TION OF THE PEOPLE.” 

| Noman can say that Mr. Paley intended to 
diffuse discuntent by this declaration. He 
must therefore be taken to think with me that 
freedom and affection, and the sense of advan- 
‘tages, are the best and the only supports of goy- 
‘ernment. On the same principle he then gees 
‘on to say, These points are went to be ap- 
\proeched with a kind of awe; they are repre- 
‘sented: to the mind as principles of the constitu- 
‘tion, settled by our ancestors, and being settled, 
‘to be no more committed to innovation or ¢ce- 
bate; as foundations never to be stirred; as the 
terms and conditions of the social compact, to 
which every citizen of the state has engaged 
his fidelity, by virtue of a promise which he can- 
not now recall. Such reasons have nog place in 
‘our system.” 

_ Such are the sentiments of this excellent au- 
'ther,and there is no part of Mr. Pame’s work, 
from the one end of it to the other, that advan- 
ces any other propositicn. 

| But the attorney-general will say, these are 
the grave speculative opinions of a friend to the 
‘English government, whereas Mr. Paine is its 
_proressed enemy, what then? the principle is, 
that every man, while he obeys the laws, is to 
think for himself, and to conduct himself as he 
thinks. The very ends of society exact this 
license, and the policy of the law, in its provi- 
‘sions for its security, has tacitly sanctioned it. 
‘The real fact is, that writings against a free 
and well-proportioned government need not be 
guarded against by laws. ‘They cannot often 
‘exist, and never with effect. The just andaw- 
ful principles of society, are rarely brought for- 
‘ward, but when they are insulted or dented, or 


judgment. It may be observed, however, that! abused in practice; Mr. Locke’s Essay on Gov- 


it ought equally to be accounted the exercise of 
a man’s private judgment, whether he deter- 
mines by reasonings and conclusions of his 
own, or submits to be directed by the advice of 
others, provided he be free to choose his guide.” 

‘He then proceeds in a manner rather in-| 
consistent with the principles entertained by 
my learned friend in his opening to you: 

“No usage, law, or authority whatever, is so 
binding that it need or ought to be continued, 


community. The family of the prince—the 
order of succession—the prerogative of the 
crown—the form and parts of the legislature-— 
together with the respective powers, office, du- 
ration, and mutual dependency of the several | 
parts,are all only so many laws, mutable, like’ 





ernment, we owe to Sir Robert Filmer, as we 
owe Mr. Paine’s to Mr. Burke; and indeed, be- 
tween the argument of Filmer and Burke, I sce 
no essential difference; since it is not worth dis- 
puting, whether a king exists by divine right, 
or indissoluble human compact, if he exists 
whether we will or no; if his existence be with- 
out our benefit, it matters not a farthing, wheth- 
er his title be from God or from man. 
(To be continued.) 


THE PIONEER. 
“Godliness is great gain.” 

That there has been great gain in the pro- 
FEssion of godliness, the world has conclusive, 
evidence in the mercenary conduct of the self- 
styled servants of the Deity, the reverend cler- 


other laws, whenever expediency requires,|gy, the hireling ministers, the religious impos- 


either by the ordinary act of the legislature, or, |tors, and the sacred hierarchy, of every grade, 
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age { and country, from the Jewish Rabbi or high. lent, gormandizing ' _ arrogant, rapacious, in- 
priest, the Grand Lama of Thibet, Magi “of tolerant, despotic and liberty-hating priests, who 
Persia, Mahome* «£ Arabia, the Archimana- do not conceal their contempt for the wreteh- 
rite of Russia, the Roman Pontiff, (emphatically |es whom they ride most unmercifully. 
called by the protestants the scarlet wh—o of} A bold, systematic attempt has been com- 
Babylon,) the Lord’s annointed of England, menced, and will be persevered in, with fi.nati- 
(with the modest title of the “defender of the|cal obstinacy, to force the government of the 
faith, and of the church of God, on earth the|U. States under the domonion of the gloomy, bi- 
supreme head,”) the arch- bishops, arch-deacons‘goted followers of John Calvin, that ruffian- 
and other “fathers in God,” who have always|hearted, cold-blooded murderer, whose MERCI- 
*xercised a spiritual despotism, by which they|ruL RELIGION required the sacrifice of Serve- 
have ground the faces of the poor, and been en-|tus, (and that his tortures might be prolonged, 
abled to live in splendid palaces, enjoy the lux-| for the gratification of the orrnopox, he was 
uries of the earth, ride in chariots, and display |slowly bur:.t to death by a fire intentionally 
themselves in public processions resembling made of green fagots,) and whuse savage intol- 
military exhibitions, down to the worthless and, ‘erance flogged, cropped and hanged the feeble, 
most contemptible of holy plunderers, the filthy ,| timid Quakers, one of whom, and she a wo- 
naked, half-starved monks, who never washed | man, was stripped neked in Boston, and suf- 
their persons or cut their finger nails, and who, fered the horrible executions for witchcraft in 
overrun with virmin, crawled into caves andthe town of Salem. 

dens like wild beasts, which they resembled in| ‘The grand object of the Presbyterian leaders 
brutal ferosity. ‘To these heaven-minded wor-|is openly avowed, the having a“christan party” 
thies may be added the inspired Jemima W il-|in politics, their deacons and elders to become 
kinson, Joanna Southccate, and even the Afri-| national rulers, by whom every other sect is to 
can Mumbo Jumbo, who, in the-eharacter of|be trodden in "the dust, whether they have or 
@ supernatural being, and by rig!st prviNe, with | have not been their dupes, and assisted in their 
& TIORA or mitre made in imitation of a large clevation, and finally enforce, as the universal 
bed-bug, e uployed himself in the rrous work of creed of this country, the consoling doctrines of 
frightening and whipping the unresisting wo- original sin, predestination and eternal damna- 
men—and last of all the very disinterested and ‘tion—except for robbers and cut-throats, who 
‘benevolent “bodies without souls .” the mission- aided by the faithful, may pRAYERFULLY ascend 
ary, Sunday school union, bible society , tract, to heaven from the gallows. 

and evangelizing Jew societies, that infest the, Look reader, at these truths: conclude that 
land, and like the frogs and lice of Egypt, are|God requires no parson between him and thee, 
found every where. and in the mess of ev ery resolve tobe free from clerical tyranny, and as 
body, demanding contributions to the Lord’s the most safe and justifiable course, withhold 
treasury ; which « every clean and unclean thing all donations, even to a farthing, from the 
—whiskey, potatoes, hogs, cocoanut oil, yams, “wolves in sheeps clothing.” The sums saved 
rags, old shoes, a and bibs, aprons, caps and cl—ts can surely be more beneficially applied to the 
for babies, are acceptable, and, as they can be instruction of your children in morality com- 

turned into MONEY, are seized with an eager- imon honesty, and modern scientific knowledge, 
ness und rapacity indicative of the most avari-|which will be valuable through life, and be 
cious and groveling motives. ‘The amount is’ the best security for their liberty and natural 
enormous which under the mask of religion and rights. Correspondent. 

a pretended concern for the good of souls, is xniipesteniatanints 

wrested by cunning priests and their bigoted | THE BIRTH OF PAIN. 

tools, from unsuspecting children, who, in ex-| [ Concluded. ] 

change for their candy and ginger-br ead m0-| jt turned him to receive the immotal’s smile, 

ney, are promised TREASURE in heaven. | But horror met him where he looked for joy; 

it should be borne in mind, that the swear) ‘That brow was blacker than hell’s own Cgrk front, 


alone of the industrious, su site themselves | Those eyes flashed fires which clove the distant spheres, 
PP Rent worlds to atoms, and extinguished suns; 


and the swarms of clerical idlers and v 4Z4-' His voice found way, and universe was hushed. 

bonds that prowl about the country ; and that at) The accursed harp that gave the eternal pain, - 

the cost of the laborer, are built the gorgeous | |Ne’er more shall make its damn’d mirth in heaven; 

temples, pallaces, theatres. churches, chappels, | ‘Tbe fair and lovely rae toa — its strings 
dare paid the extravagant salaries, amount-| 5°! be 2 horror to hell?s horrid self, 

Dei I f Phat hell I even now prepare for thee: 

ing in some ag ese to nearly one ‘thousand 'T ortures unheard of shall distort thy limbs, 


dollars to an individual of the debauchea, indo-! Pangs unimegined rend thy inmost soul; 
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Uncensing fires shall bathe thy deathless front, 
And inolten tava float thy hissing brain. 
Thy beauteous brow shall wear a fitting crown; 





And where its rendirg, crashing, fury fell, 
Planets were crvsbed, and systems out of joint, 
In shattered fragments sped through: treinbling spacey 


Damned maddening scorpions, shal} wreath it round, |The comet died upon its flashing paths 


And plunge their stings into thy bursting eyes; 
Nor ends my vengeance here; my sou) asks ore; 
It shall not be the lightest of thy curse, 
To fee] towards the children of the earth, © 
That bitter, writhing, rankling, .couseless hate, 
I feel for thee. With il] enduring eye 
1 long have viewed their innocence and joy; 
They echo back the ceaseless hymns of heaven, 
And from my wearied ear with constant song: 
I made them pure, and placed them upon the earth, 
That earth a garden and a paradise: 
But my soul tires of this dull changeless round, 
And like the wind and billow pants for strite; 
I wil) have curses towet off my mirth, 
And groans of agony to point my praise. 
Go; I will give thee power ov’r all the earthy 
To sting them on to madness and despair; 
And when,.in bursting agony of soul, 
They turn and curse the author of al! life, 
My curbless arm shal] hurl them down to thee, 
T’o reap eternal woe and add to thine. 
For now each heart which thus thou drag’st to death, 
Shal! be a serpent’s fang within their own, 
To gnaw forever at its deathless core. 
A noteless few, from al! that people earth, 
Shall *scape thy snares, and gain the realms of bliss, 
To taunt ye from the battlements of heaven 
with bitter jibes, to swell your cup of woe. 
Aye! when the writhing flame is imyour hearts,. 
And madning reptiles pierce ye with their stings, 
They shall insult your sight with living founts, 
And balm that e’en your matchlegs ills might soothe: 
Then, in the gall of your o’erflowing hearts, 
Ye'll rise and curse the everliving god; 
That curse shal] fan the flame to wilder heat, 
And add new venom to the scorpion’s sting. 
while o’er the almighty’s kingdom rol]’d his curse, 
Each linament of Satan’s shining form, 
Had grown more hideous than was bright before! 
His sunlike brow was livid as the grave, 
*T was girt already with that deathless wreath, 
which through eternity’s unending years 
Should goad hin on to darkness and despair. 
The golden strings of his accursing harp, 
Had sprungto life, and left the vacant band; 
And erawling, wreathing. formed that horrid crown, 
And spawned their slime upon his searing eyes, 
The nauseous worm rolled on his bursting lips, 
And suck’d the moisture from his parching tongue, 
And as it drank the burning, thick’ning blood, 
Instill’d its poison at the gaping wound. 
His shrunken and distorted limbs, were black 
with quenchless fires that burned within his frame: 
A wreath of flame wound round his heaving chest 
And sheathed its thousand tongues within his form. 
The sight scathed e’en the ange!’s quailing eyes 
Used, fearless and unharmed to gaze on god; 
Their prostrase forms were cast bcfore the throne, ~ 
In terror deeper than may speak in words. 
All nature’s elements of wrath and awe, 
The wind and cloud, the thunder’s crash and flame, 
Uncbained, and curbless, burst upon the scene, 
Au dto its centre, shook e’en heaven’s self: 
For the omnipotent creator now, 


| And severed suns sunk in eternal night: 
Creation’s mighty task was half undone 
In the brief fury of that quelless storm. 
\Go, I have cursed thee, ad the withering blight 
Shall sear thy form, and rend thy deathless soul, 
Go, lest my hand annihilate its work, 
And rob my soul of its desired revenge? 
Madly he leaped the towering bound of heaven; — 
That burst of wrath, and power, had ner ved his limbs: 
with strength of fear, that bliss had never given: 
|One yeli of agony, and pain, and awe, 
| Beyond endurance% utmost pswver to quell, 
Burst his dark chest an! stunn’d een heaven's thunder z 
A pitchy cloud roll’d o*er his sinking torm; 
| And heaven was silent; for the curse had passed. 
‘The arches quaked; the high come trembled still; 
| As heaves the sea wave when the storm is over: 





|The seraph’s form still shook; but hueless death 

} Might clasp them all, nor make so dread a calm. 

! well] might they quake, and quaking yet be still; 

|The mightiest one, had spent his mightiest wrath; 

|wrath that had lived but once, and ne’er shall wake 

again. k. 
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TERMS. 

Tue Western EXAMiner is published every Thurs- 
day on Fourth Street, immediately opposite the Court 
House St. Louis, at Zwo Dollars per annum, % ad- 
vance, or Jwo Dollars and Fifiy cents, if payment be 


Had snatched the bolt from out his minion’s grasp | delayed three months beyond the time of subscribing. 


And with his own mad hand, his own works crushed :— 
Right, left, and far, the searing lightning sped 


(<p-The friends of liberal principles throughout the 
Union, are respectfully requested to accept the agency of 





with rage thet ne’er had kirown his birth ull now: 


this paper, and aid us in procuring subscribers. 





